This is a special link.

Please treat it with the greatest possible respect.

This document leads to one of only two known photographs of Bahá'u'lláh, the Prophet founder of the Baha’i Faith, whose name means “The Glory of God.” Please see the other links contained in His name where you found this one before going further here. 

If you are a Baha’i you need not be concerned that there is anything improper here. Referenced excerpts by both the Universal House of Justice and Shoghi Effendi describing the permissibility of viewing the photo and the proper conditions for doing so precede the appearance of the photo. It does not show until after a blank page at the end of this document. You can read everything and still, if you wish, choose not to go on before you see it. There are appropriate prayers leading up to it. 

I was moved to create this document location so that Baha’is and others might have an appropriate context in which to view the photo. At this point in 2010 people are going to be able to find this image with ease if they wish to and there might as well be a site that provides it with the proper respect. Also there seems to be a lot of misunderstanding about it among Baha’is, such as that it is forbidden to view it. That is not the case.

It is prohibited to display the photo in such a way that it might be encountered unwittingly, as on a wall in one’s home. I do not believe this venue constitutes an improper public display. Although the homepage for this document is certainly open to the public, the photo is not displayed there, neither is access to it mentioned. One cannot view the photo without first encountering these preparatory remarks complete with the Tablet of Visitation. The photo is not on display. It is behind a veil.

Photographs of Bahá'u'lláh

In one of His epistles, Abdu'l-Baha, the son of Baha'u'llah, wrote that two photographs of Baha'u'llah were taken, both in Adrianople, Turkey, each in a different pose. There are copies of both pictures at the Baha'i World Centre and one of these is displayed in the International Archives where it is viewed by Baha'i pilgrims.

For Baha'is, the photograph of Bahá'u'lláh is very precious and it should not only be viewed but also handled with due reverence and respect.

Viewing the portraits of any of the Manifestations or photos of Baha'u'llah is not forbidden, but is tightly circumscribed. Baha’is are not permitted to portray the Manifestations, whether by making paintings of them, portraying them in a play, etc. Below are some quotations. Having the photos in digital format on a computer would be no more forbidden than possessing a copy of a photo at home, as some Baha'is do, but neither hardcopy nor digital copies should be viewed casually.

"There is no objection that the believers look at the picture of Baha'u'llah, but they should do so with the utmost reverence, and should also not allow that it be exposed openly to the public, even in their private homes." (From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, December 6, 1939. Lights of Guidance, p. 541)

"Concerning the question of display of the photograph of Baha'u'llah, the Guardian's instructions were that this should be done only with the utmost reverence, and then only on special occasions.” (From a letter dated 1 August 17 written by the Universal House of Justice to an individual believer) 

"It would be good to advise the young Persian believer who has this picture that, while we do not wish to suggest that he should remove the photograph from his book, it would be inappropriate for him to show it to others in a casual manner. As you know, the photograph of Baha'u'llah is very precious and it should be handled with due reverence and respect." (From a letter dated 7 February 1972 written by the Universal House of Justice to an individual believer) 

"The portraits of the Bab and Baha'u'llah should be shown infrequently and on very special occasions, such as a special observance connected with an event intimately associated with the Forerunner or Founder of our Faith.” (From a letter dated 12 July 1973 written by the Universal House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of Panama)

Below is a copy of the Tablet of Visitation. I believe it is best to purify both the body and the mind and then recite the Tablet of Visitation before viewing the photo of Bahá'u'lláh. The photo appears after a blank page that follows the Tablet of Visitation.

The Tablet of Visitation
The praise which hath dawned from Thy most august Self, and the glory which hath shone forth from Thy most effulgent Beauty, rest upon Thee, O Thou Who art the Manifestation of Grandeur, and the King of Eternity, and the Lord of all who are in heaven and on earth! I testify that through Thee the sovereignty of God and His dominion, and the majesty of God and His grandeur, were revealed, and the Daystars of ancient splendor have shed their radiance in the heaven of Thine irrevocable decree, and the Beauty of the Unseen hath shone forth above the horizon of creation. I testify, moreover, that with but a movement of Thy Pen Thine injunction “Be Thou” hath been enforced, and God’s hidden Secret hath been divulged, and all created things have been called into being, and all the Revelations have been sent down. 
I bear witness, moreover, that through Thy beauty the beauty of the Adored One hath been unveiled, and through Thy face the face of the Desired One hath shone forth, and that through a word from Thee Thou hast decided between all created things, caused them who are devoted to Thee to ascend unto the summit of glory, and the infidels to fall into the lowest abyss. 

I bear witness that he who hath known Thee hath known God, and he who hath attained unto Thy presence hath attained unto the presence of God. Great, therefore, is the blessedness of him who hath believed in Thee, and in Thy signs, and hath humbled himself before Thy sovereignty, and hath been honored with meeting Thee, and hath attained the good pleasure of Thy will, and circled around Thee, and stood before Thy throne. Woe betide him that hath transgressed against Thee, and hath denied Thee, and repudiated Thy signs, and gainsaid Thy sovereignty, and risen up against Thee, and waxed proud before Thy face, and hath disputed Thy testimonies, and fled from Thy rule and Thy dominion, and been numbered with the infidels whose names have been inscribed by the fingers of Thy behest upon Thy holy Tablets. 

Waft, then, unto me, O my God and my Beloved, from the right hand of Thy mercy and Thy loving-kindness, the holy breaths of Thy favors, that they may draw me away from myself and from the world unto the courts of Thy nearness and Thy presence. Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. Thou, truly, hast been supreme over all things. 

The remembrance of God and His praise, and the glory of God and His splendor, rest upon Thee, O Thou Who art His Beauty! I bear witness that the eye of creation hath never gazed upon one wronged like Thee. Thou wast immersed all the days of Thy life beneath an ocean of tribulations. At one time Thou wast in chains and fetters; at another Thou wast threatened by the sword of Thine enemies. Yet, despite all this, Thou didst enjoin upon all men to observe what had been prescribed unto Thee by Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. 

May my spirit be a sacrifice to the wrongs Thou didst suffer, and my soul be a ransom for the adversities Thou didst sustain. I beseech God, by Thee and by them whose faces have been illumined with the splendors of the light of Thy countenance, and who, for love of Thee, have observed all whereunto they were bidden, to remove the veils that have come in between Thee and Thy creatures, and to supply me with the good of this world and the world to come. Thou art, in truth, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate. 

Bless Thou, O Lord my God, the Divine Lote-Tree and its leaves, and its boughs, and its branches, and its stems, and its offshoots, as long as Thy most excellent titles will endure and Thy most august attributes will last. Protect it, then, from the mischief of the aggressor and the hosts of tyranny. Thou art, in truth, the Almighty, the Most Powerful. Bless Thou, also, O Lord my God, Thy servants and Thy handmaidens who have attained unto Thee. Thou, truly, art the All-Bountiful, Whose grace is infinite. No God is there save Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous. 
—Bahá’u’lláh

The photograph of Baha'u'llah is below after a blank page.
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