8/5/08: Introduction
Putting up this website has been interesting. It has caused me to do more than a little thinking about how I got here. It has moved me to contact old friends. The photos of my work are at the color lab and they should go up in another week or so. I had hoped to show something at the ABS Conference as it is right here in San Diego this year but there just wasn’t time to make the arrangements and they had not planned to exhibit art as they sometimes have in the past.

I am more than a little excited about my new project: “The Harvest.” It is to be a series of major paintings all centered on an image that has been haunting me since my days at USF. One of my Professors there said thirty-five years ago that this image could become the foundation of my life’s work. I knew he was right too, but there just hasn’t been the opportunity or perhaps the necessary refined acuity in me to do it justice until now. This project will take at least another year. I will put up some photos of the work in progress.

I have decided to work on "Somnambulism" yet again! Maybe it will never be done. As I get older I am finding that the painting work is becoming more elemental, simplified, whittled down to the root of what it is that I have to say. Yet “Somnambulism” keeps coming back. It represents the opposite trend, intricate complexity. I will just keep on showing it as a work in progress. Maybe somebody will offer me the big money to make me stop. Until then it seems that once every few years it will gain some new little appendage. Perhaps Mombi will come along with her magic powder and bring it to life.

If any of my old friends are out there please drop me a note. If you have any of my old paintings from the seventies it would be good to have photos of them. I only have a tiny smattering of photos from those years.

Robert Rauschenberg passed away recently. I though twice about including him on my list of acquainted artists. It is not like we were buddies. It was just that one or two weeks at USF when he was working in the Graphicstudio there, but we did meet. The students and staff helped out in the printing sessions wiping plates and grabbing colors off the shelf. Some of the colors from those sessions are actually our color selections. He just said “red,” or “blue.” There were a lot of reds and blues to choose from. 

As far as I know none of the students or even the Professors who worked in those sessions ever got any credit. Julio certainly should have. I don’t know if he did. He was a seriously qualified master printer and probably had more to do with the quality of the outcome than Robert did. Robert just did the concepts. Go get this. Do something like that. I like it. I don’t like it. Etcetera. In between I tried to pick his brain about what it all meant. He didn’t say much. His product has had more influence on me than the man did.
Kenji
